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LET  THE  GOOD  TIMES  BEGIN. 

And,  of  course,  we're  referring  to  our  14th  conclave  in  San  Diego 
which,  depending  on  the  speed  of  the  mails  in  delivering  this  missive, 
is  (a)  soon  to  get  underway;  (b)  going  on  at  this  moment;  or  (c)  re¬ 
cently  concluded.  Whichever  the  case,  from  all  advance  reports  it's  a 
certainty  that  this  convention  will  be  a  most  festive  one  and  very 
much  comparable  to  our  past  get-togethers,  each  of  which  is  looked 
back  on  as  the  highlight  of  the  year  it  was  held.  Credit  for  "running 
the  show,"  starting  a  number  of  months  ago  at  the  planning  stage  and 
continuing  through  the  post-convention  wrap-up,  goes  to  our  co¬ 
chairpersons,  Dale  Goldman  and  Deuell  Wall,  and  their  committee 
members,  Jerry  Wilson  and  Charles  Molnar,  Jr.  Individually  and 
collectively,  they've  done  a  bang-up  job  and  they  deserve  our 
individual  and  collective  thanks. 

Important:  This  Newsletter  is  being  mailed  March  28,  and  assuming  you 

receive  it  prior  to  April  30  and  see  a  last-minute  opportunity  to 
attend  the  convention,  call  Dale  Goldman  at  work  (619/291-7454)  or  at 
home  (619/560-4370).  From  what  she  tells  us,  she'll  be  able  to  do 
what's  necessary  to  accept  your  reservation. 
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EASTWARD  BOUND  IN  '93. 

A  rereading  of  the  President's  Newsletter  from  last  July  reminded  us 
that  in  that  issue  we  announced  our  1993  convention  city  as  Baltimore. 
Nothing's  changed  in  that  respect,  but  we  hasten  to  add  that  the  dates 
have  been  changed,  and  we'll  be  convening  there  from  Thursday,  May  13, 
to  Sunday,  May  16.  Moreover,  we've  now  selected  our  hotel,  which  is 
the  Radisson  Plaza  Lord  Baltimore.  Those  of  you  who  go  back  a  ways 
will  remember  the  Lord  Baltimore  as  one  of  the  truly  famous  hotels  of 
an  earlier  era,  and  since  it's  become  a  Radisson  it's  been  given  a  $40 
million  restoration.  Which,  according  to  our  Baltimore  convention 
chairman,  Jerry  Katz  (after  he  paid  the  Radisson  a  call) ,  is  more  than 
enough  to  delight  us  all  with  the  hotel's  yesteryear  charm  and  modern- 
day  comforts.  And  now  that  you're  thinking  of  next  year,  we  suggest 
you  boldly  mark  your  calendar,  "Baltimore  —  May  13-16,  1993!" 

BENEFACTOR  PROGRAM  A  WINNER! 

We  asked.  You  answered.  We  went  into  it  with  our  fingers  crossed, 
and  we  came  out  of  it  with  a  renewed  appreciation  of  the  deep-seated 
commitment  our  members  have  to  our  Society  —  and  the  extent  to  which 
they're  willing  to  financially  support  that  commitment. 

Our  goal  for  this  first  year  was  $9,000,  and  members  responded  in  such 
numbers  (and  in  such  generous  amounts)  that  we're  safely  over  that 
figure.  We  don't  believe  it's  appropriate  at  this  time  to  publish  a 
list  of  donors  and  dollars  contributed;  that  may  come  in  time, 
depending  on  the  donors'  feelings  on  the  subject.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
amounts  sent  us  varied  from  $50  to  $200  (many  members)  to  $250  and 
more  (a  dozen-plus  members) . 

The  bottom  line  is  that  with  the  Benefactor  Program  in  place,  ISASC 
is  now  a  truly  self-supporting  organization,  able  to  pay  its  way  in  a 
most  self-respecting  manner.  If  our  members  continue  their  generous 
support  in  the  years  to  come,  we  have  every  reason  to  look  on  the 
future  as  a  bright  one.  Meanwhile,  for  the  moment  and  for  this 
turning-point  year  of  1992,  the  directors —  and  I,  particularly —  want 
to  thank  all  of  you  who  saw  your  way  clear  to  become  a  Benefactor. 
ISASC  is  decidedly  in  your  debt. 
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BELATED  ELECTION  REPORT. 

We'd  like  to  tell  you  that  we  were  so  caught  up  in  the  national  mid- 
March  elections  that  we  simply  didn't  have  time  to  report  the  results 
of  our  own  recent  election  —  but  that  would  be  taking  undue 
liberties  with  the  truth.  The  embarrassing  fact  is  that  for  the  first 
time  ever  following  an  election  year,  we  forgot  to  tell  our  member¬ 
ship  of  the  results.  With  abject  apologies  to  everyone,  and  ad¬ 
mitting  that  we  should  be  tarred  and  feathered  (at  least) ,  herewith 
are  the  results: 

Elected  (virtually  unanimously)  as  ISASC  directors  for  a  three-year 
term,  starting  January  1,  1992,  are  Bob  Stein  (chairman),  Diana 
Crawforth-Hitchins ,  William  Doniger,  Steven  Ginsberg,  Jan  Macho, 

Albert  Rangeley,  and  Serge  Camilleri. 

With  those  results  in,  the  directors,  in  accordance  with  ISASC  by¬ 
laws,  proceeded  to  elect  officers  for  our  two  chapters  for  the  1992- 
1994  period,  and  for  a  list  of  those,  we  direct  your  attention  to  page 
1554  of  the  enclosed  issue  of  EQM.  Along  with  these  results,  albeit 
belated,  we're  pleased  to  report  that  the  well-being  of  ISASC  con¬ 
tinues  to  be  entrusted  to  a  hard-working  corps  of  dedicated  members. 

AND  ON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  LUCRE. 

Every  year,  at  this  time  of  year,  Jan  Macho,  our  nose-to-the-grind- 
stone  treasurer,  compiles  ISASC 's  operating  statement  for  the  year 
just  past.  That  having  been  done,  we're  including  Jan's  statement  in 
this  mailing  for  one  and  all  to  peruse.  You'll  note  that  we  incurred 
a  deficit  in  1991  of  $1,927,  but  our  solvency  is  reflected  in  assets 
of  $8,658,  so  by  and  large,  we're  in  good  shape.  In  1992,  funds 
raised  by  our  Benefactor  Program  will  preclude  an  operating  deficit, 
as  well  as  pay  for  certain  new  costs  we'll  be  incurring  now  that  we're 
on  our  own,  fiscally  speaking.  As  we  said,  the  future  looks  bright. 
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A  BIT  OF  HISTORY. 

You'll  recall  that  our  last  mailing  included  two  cartoon/couplets 
referred  to  as  Penny  Dreadfuls.  At  the  time,  we  inquired  of  our 
members  if  anyone  could  tell  us  more  about  the  term,  and  shortly 
thereafter  we  received  the  following  explanation  from  our  EQM  editor 
and  U.K.  authority  Diana  Crawforth.  It  seems  that  Penny  Dreadfuls 
originated  in  Britain  and,  if  nothing  else,  went  a  long  way  toward 
dispelling  the  notion  that  our  English  friends  are  forever  prim, 
proper  and  prudish. 

"Just  a  brief  note  on  the  etymology  of  the  Penny  Dreadful.  In  the 
Victorian  period,  probably  after  1850,  there  was  a  very  popular  and 
widespread  demand  for  Penny  Dreadfuls  and  Tu' penny  Coloureds.  These 
were  lurid  stories  of  crime,  violence  and  unmentionable  passions,  sold 
in  two  versions.  The  cheap,  penny  version  was  illustrated  in  black 
and  white,  and  the  two-penny  version  was  illustrated  in  coulour.  The 
mistresses  of  respectable  households  waged  a  battle  against  their 
servants'  reading  of  Penny  Dreadfuls,  considering  that  their  servants' 
morals  would  be  permanently  ruined  by  such  reading,  especially  when 
the  story  involved  the  murder  of  the  mistress  by  her  servant!  The 
term  Penny  Dreadful  was  continued  into  the  middle  of  the  Twentieth 
Century,  applying  to  any  cheap  paperbacked  novelette  of  low  literary 
merit  and  dubious  moral  attitudes!  I  can  remember  my  mother's 
applying  the  term  to  books  that  I  read  (somewhat  furtively) ,  which  now 
would  be  considered  innocuous  and  boring.  (The  British  would  not 
apply  the  term  to  a  picture  on  its  own,  as  it  was  the  booklet  that 
cost  a  penny  originally.)" 

NEW  FOR  1992. 

Which  is  a  short  and  sweet  way  to  announce  that  with  this  mailing 
you'll  find  this  year's  membership  directory,  as  up-to-date  as  our 
computer  can  make  it.  Our  North  American  member  count  presently 
exceeds  250,  and  that  number  should  increase  repeatedly  throughout  the 
year.  All  you  need  do  is  toss  out  last  year's  directory  (and  the 
supplements)  and  insert  the  current  one  in  your  binder.  And  remember, 
whenever  you  go  traveling,  if  you're  inclined  to  visit  other  members 
(and  they're  all  over  the  place),  your  directory  should  go  with  you. 
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MISCELLANY. 

**  Member  Joe  Wiley  writes  to  tell  us  that  he  and  spouse  Retha  are 
celebrating  their  golden  anniversary  this  July.  Congratulations, 
you  two.  What  a  memorable  milestone! 

**  And  speaking  of  50th  anniversaries,  John  Cattle,  Sr.,  and  his 
mate,  Virginia,  celebrated  their  golden  occasion  last  December 
and  spread  the  news  among  their  friends  by  means  of  a  folksy 
newsletter  decorated  with  a  scales  masthead,  the  latter  of  which 
we're  reproducing  below.  Our  very  best  to  John  and  Virginia  from 
all  their  ISASC  friends. 


**  Some  of  you  may  remember  Mort  Wormser,  one  of  our  original 

members,  who  had  a  marvelous  collection  which  he  bequeathed  to 
the  University  of  California  at  San  Francisco.  The  collection 
reposed  out  of  sight  for  a  number  of  years  until  June,  1991,  when 
the  school  found  adequate  display  space  for  it.  At  that  time, 
Mort's  widow,  Frances,  asked  member  Bill  Doniger  to  prepare  it  for 
exhibition.  Bill  agreed,  and  then  proceeded  to  devote  six  months 
to  preparing  it,  with  the  result,  as  we're  told,  being  a  veritable 
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history  of  metrology.  The  dedication  ceremony  is  being  held  in 
early  May,  and  for  those  of  you  who  find  your  way  to  San  Francisco 
(and  everyone  does,  sooner  or  later) ,  the  collection  is  in  the 
lobby  of  the  School  of  Pharmacy  (California  Street,  Laurel  Heights 
district),  and  is  on  exhibit  during  the  school's  regular  hours. 

**  For  those  of  you  who  are  into  coin  weights,  we'd  like  to  call  your 
attention  to  an  article  by  our  numismatic  authority  George  Mall is 
titled,  "Introduction  to  Coin  Weights,"  that  appeared  in  the 
January,  1992,  issue  of  The  Numismatist.  We're  looking  into  the 
possibility  of  the  article  being  reprinted  in  a  future  issue  of 
EQM,  but  for  those  of  you  who  can't  wait,  we're  quite  sure  you  can 
buy  the  issue  direct  from  the  publication.  Congratulations, 
George! 

**  The  "new"  Fairbanks  Museum  in  St.  Johnsbury,  Vermont,  seems  to  be 
making  real  progress  with  its  acquisitions  of  Fairbanks  scales  and 
artifacts,  due  in  part  to  the  generous  contributions  of  a  number 
of  our  members.  A  few  months  ago  while  scale  hunting  in  Florida, 
we  bought  two  antique  postcards  from  the  turn  of  the  century 
depicting  the  Fairbanks  scale  factory  in  St.  Johnsbury.  We  then 
proceeded  to  ask  Peggy  Daniels,  the  museum's  curator,  if  she'd 
like  to  include  them  with  the  museum's  scale  exhibit,  and  her 
response  was  a  resounding  "Bv  all  means!"  So  off  we  sent  them, 
pleased  that  we  were  able  to  help  in  a  small  way. 

AND  NOW,  TO  PARAPHRASE  HORACE  GREELEY... 

We're  heading  west  shortly,  to  visit  San  Diego  and  consort  with  all 
our  convention-bound  friends.  We  hope  you'll  be  among  them,  but  if 
not,  we'll  give  you  what's  bound  to  be  a  glowing  report  in  our  next 
Newsletter. 

Fraternally, 


